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Twenty years ago this month Levoy Dedmon began owr "Family Newsletter”. *"Marchgg8® TWENTY YEARS AGO!
For theusands of howrs he has researched "family” to give not only to himselfand his family, but to US, the readers.
This "20 year Anniversary Edition" is to give back to you "Leroy Dedmon’with much appreciation.

Your dedication to this newsletter has been amazing =
this past 20 years. Through yowr personal life and
all the strug[ﬁ. Your own lnvﬁrz.ﬁ.mf_[}f. heart attack,
caving for youwr wife, through illness, you have kept it
going wifhaufﬁi[.

You started the mm‘s[r&ﬂ'uith'hut 2 pages, !:r!.-' the
4th issue you had 2,000 visitors to your page and you
were so excited. The Dedmon Family Newsletter had

4,000 actual "hits", and you were swrprised back then,
Well. don't [ook NOW , because you made it an

overwhelming success !

Over these many vears younever forgot where you came from,
you have always stayed close to vowr roots. In the newsletters

you have encourage all of us to stay close to owr own. Thanks

to you 1 believe many of us have gotten closer.,

In the beginning you shared yourselfwith us in so many different ways so we could get to lowow you. You have shared
family photos, family stories, and continued to do so as your family grew. With love invour heart and pride on your
shoulders you told your stories and we all listened and smiled and we read them. For those that listen to you speak so
lovingly about your family how can they not "hang onto every word you say” .1 know1 do.

Most importantly, you have shared YOU this past 20 years Levoy Dedmon. 1, "WE" want you to know all you hard
work and dedication to each and every one of us has been greatly appreciated . Thank you for opening your home and
your life sowe could get to know "Levoy Decimon”, the man that has given us a priceless amount of information about
our family that we couldn't have possibly gathered alone in owr lifetime , Youwill be , and are so chevished by so many
for all you have done for us. Never ever forget that !

==y MEMORIES AND PHOTOS =g
Thave g&th:r:d‘;"usf a_ﬁwafﬂwst nemories bz[mlgi'ﬂg to you and iJmught t!‘tmﬁm'm'd to share now. Pﬂi’uips soTe

missed them, perhaps some never saw them. Perhaps seeing these they will want to go back and refresh their memory
and see the others again.
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The wedding party on April 5, 1959 at the Chattanooga Valley church of Christ: (L-R) Ann MoCall,
Connie Bull, Alma Ruth Dedmon, Carolyn Dedmon, Ruth Glasscock, Jane Glasscock Dedmon,
James Watkins, Leroy Dedmon, Tommy Gilbert, Charlie Lail, Joe Perkinson and Jimmy Cooper.

i
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The wedding party on Aprii 5, 2009 at the Chatianooga Valley church of Christ: (L-R) Connie
Bull Dedmon, Ann McCall Gilbert, Alma Ruth Dedmon Smith, Carolyn Dedmon Price, Jane
Glasscock Dedmon, Leray Dedmon, Charlie Lail, and Jimmy Cooper. Nol present was Joe
Perkinson, (deceased ), James Watking, Tommy Gilbert and Ruth Glasscock Morton.
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Rl Ly Diclezon Dedmon

January 8,1g12
July 14, 2008

Gordon Lee Dedmon

Chyes, 19:8 She s
You kmow 1 am ngtm“ba- ]E:‘ 2002 stanng at
I'm really good A me 51t she
at -'I-\.'ﬂ.tfh.'.ﬂgl LEQO‘.‘ |:

NOT |8 'w&[
staring !! Mr. & Mrs. Dedmon

A%

o

All along the way you have introduced us to your greatest gifts .

YOU SHOULD HAVE HAD MORE CHILDREN!:

| remember saying tomy children, Gary and Gwen at one point, “are three grandchildren all I am going to
get?” To my dismay heard, “If you want more grandchildren, you should have had more kids. So | settledin to
enjoy the three precious grandchildren given o me. Carmrie Jane Rawls was born May 16, 1933 1o my daughter
Gwen and her hushand Thomas Rawls. My second erandchild, Gregory Lebron Dedmon was born to my son
Gary and his wife Diane Toothman Dedmon on November 4, 1985, Then not much more than a vear later my
third and what was to be my last, Jonathan Pamck Dedmon was born on April 20, 1987 10 Gary and Diane.
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| watched them grow through their teen yeas and enter the

world of adulthood. Came marmed i 2002 and it looks hike THAT'S MY GRANDSON!!!
Jonathan has been bitten by the love bug and a wedding 14 I'he proud grandparcats. Jane and Leroy,
planned for the summer of 2010, Greg is still single. Then the rejeiec with *The Craduntc™ ss he beging

i new chapier in his “Boek of Lile™

unexpected began to happen... more grandkids.

BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY AND REPLENISH THE EARTH...

C mit- *-fﬂmlb.
(LR} Cassidy, Mark, Curt
Carrie and Masie
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Cassmy axo Masm
My TwoO GREAT
GRANDDAUGHTERS
Crrr Dovcreas Wem
MYy GREAT GRANDSON
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LEROY DEDMON

For creating the sites "The Dedmon Connection” and "CSriamfies”
Tn the last "20 peins” you have volunteered your endless howrs of time __
to give us the valuable il-lﬁ!lﬂmﬁmt about our _fﬂﬂli{:l-‘ that we may' il
not have otherwise found. "Family Historians” such as you are €5
- far artc[ftw. Thisfamih' has been blessed and is g‘m’ce_ﬁxlﬁn'}ml
B B and all you have done. Keep up the great work .
o On behalf of all of the family
THANK YOU

20th Anniversary Edition"The Dedmon Connection™

ﬁﬂ:”‘-:s-d:\::ﬂ-qw = e
' March 2018

Cousin Lergy

Az we collec! documents and pisce them logether to create our family hislory and it begins fo fell @ story . As ime goes
on it gets so big we find ourselves becoming genealogist and then family historians of the family. We become slory
tefters of all The heart beals once again for those who have walked before us, flesh is put back lo thelr bodies |, life
comes back fo the fowns in the era in which they lved in decades past We puf fove info each family as the siory once
again is fold from so many years ago . Writing about those who have fived before us becomes easy as we can hear
them in our own heart as we search many pages in librarles , searched many sites as
well We can see them in our own mind with each mile we travel and walk looking for
them. They become real even though they have lived long before us. They are a part
of us, we are a part of them. Without them we wouldn't be us after all. When you find
an ancesior, has your heart ever added a beal ? Have you never stood before the
grave and had “that moment” where words just came out and you felt as though they
were right nexd to you ? Ther: you go home and tall somebody about it or ever wiile
the story of that day ? Thats when you became part of the story. With all the siories
we fell through the years , we always become "the story” fiself One day our story will
be shared. And we will become a part of somebody else’s slory loo. Your story has
already slaried, how will your stary end 7 We will never know 25 i has yello be wrillen
You started sharing your siory with us all 20 years ago Leroy Dedmon. So many have
followsd your story each month and wailed with anticipation for the nexi story fo be written. We are all so grafeful for
every slory you have shared and we can't wall for all those you have yet fo write. You are your own wriler, our story
teller, please keep wiiling

Hazel Inglls | Dedman Cousin )

-
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What 5 friend we fave in Leroy, whal he has T (he early 18705 Leroy's family and our
done for our family is Smply amazing, gving famiy lived shout 15 miles apar! 1n Farren
bis money lo keep up the newsletler online The | Counly . Tepnessee We were offen ashed if we
thousands of hours writing and gathering of had any refalionship Lo Bis family and we
information, the correspondence with family always answered that, "No, the names are nol
and friends The love and pride he puls inlo spelled the same” At the ssme lime he knew
each issue lo be factual and pol hurl anvones | of our cousins who afso fived close He was
feelings while teflling their family's story. pever asked aboul his refalionstip wilh them and
asking for anylthing excep! informalion (nce afways replied no. Nol unlif the compuler came
we die our life becomes a story. Leroy can be o being were we able lo connec! agamn and
assured his story will be fold for many realize tha! this family had several spellings
generations for whal be has done for Mis family, | bul we were aclually just one big family. Affer
friends, and people he has helped He s trufy a | my husband had lis OV4 lested we found lhal
Living legend there iz aclually no relalionship belween
¥hat & friend we have in Leroy Tgé’; Leroy's family and owrs. [ asked f that meant
B Dedmon we were beine Ricked ol of lhe family and in
his generosity be has sffowed vs to slay
connecled. The information he has provided
during the years has been most inleresting and
cerfaiply apprecialed ™ &

Marianne Deadmon

Over the many years ['ve Jearned a fol aboul evervthing Dedmon, Dedman,Deadman,” Fte and many of
the anciffary familfes these ancestors produced  ft has becn a great resovrce fo have "Cousin™ Leray
take ownership of & project thal has produced so much for alf of us We Anow Ll the name Leray
cames from the French "le Rar®, The King. and certainly ali of us can recagnize thal Cousin Leray is
"The King" of aff things Dedman, however i is spelfed  Thanks for all the wark, leroy. Long live the
Kitg, Jang live Cousin Leroy.

din Dedman,  Colwmbis. SC..0F the Christopher Dedinan fine froin Virginis

il 3@ ¢ O

As frecall the first time Cous®) Leroy and | spoke was on facebock. He sainf me a message and I was ane that | coudnt fgure oul af ol it
Was wimen as though Ne Nad spoke 1o me befare and | was 1o answer e [ inew What Ne was fakng ahout | read e mestage a Bw imes
brying my best to Sgure & UL S ORI & IS Aaime Over and Over again g lo remember i we fiad sboken before ahd i1 tridy was
2URO0SE 10 KNOW I.'l'J'J-ifEI".'E“ message was of about [ colld not recal it af all | fnally wots back and asked fum ™ Who are yoll, and do you have
the write parson *F [ in 2o many words | Leroy was stne ha waz failing fo the nght person and answered again as though he was faking fo
the night person and again [was 0 Anow what he was falking abour Now, fm siting here scratching my head, tning io Sgure ouf aiho i the
hack & * LEROY DEDMON™ 1! Aftar some thinkmg & i me_ “Dedrman- DEDMAN . Hazed Hazed Harel |
I ko, now your confused 1o I My Granamother &5 Haze! Emma Deaman, Grandma has o biother nams
Herbert Great Undle Herd has a datghter fame Hazel. [ had & gut feeing here.. S0 [ Nadtf 1 asxed him
" Do your know Haze! C in Montana 7 "YES™ thal's YOU™, "Na, fm Haze! ingi2 in North Caroling”,
Wie are af related st oifferent Hazek Lergy thought e had been falng to ME for a long long tme.
Instaad’ he had béen taking fo my Cousn Hazed !
Digt | gat that mght Couesin, | ohink | may have confussg mysell 3 it 0F thera 7

Leroy and | siart fatking in messages and we {2lk and falk . and falk 2nd falk

We have shared photos stories and memories. | have been so honored fo have gotien

{o know you Leroy. You are more than family fo me, you are my “fnend” You have enviched
my life in ways thal you will never know. In ways thal there are just no words [0 cxplain
Thank you for that Thank you for everything

Cousin Hazel Inghis in North Caroling
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