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- P Thisisthefinal issuefor 2007. Itishardto believeweare already 8 yearsbeyond
! thedreaded Y-2K. | think | will go ahead and pour out the water | had saved for
themillenniumcrigs. Timereally doesfly whenyou are having fun. It hasbeen
amost tenyearssincel published thefirstissueof THE DEDMON CONNECTION.
ItwasinMarch of 1998that | published that two page edition. A lot hastranspired
intheseten years. Most notablein my mind isthe retirement from serving in the
Merry CHRisTMAsFRom  Calacity of being a“local evangelist”. However, to say | amretired from preachingis

L EROY AND JANE. lessthat accurate. That | hope never happens. | truly love the pul pit.

JESUS, THE REASON FOR ALL SEASONS

I, certainly, am not unthankful that folksthink of Jesus during thistime of the year. However, it does sadden
me that many forget him the other eleven months. | remember the cartoon that showed the man |leaving the
church building and saying, “ | wish they would put Christmas and Easter on the same day, thisrunning
back and forth to churchis getting me down.” | often see signswith the phrase, “ Jesusisthe reason for
the season.” Thisagain reflectsthe omission of the great truth that “ Jesusisthereason for all seasons.”

Thereisno doubt that Jesus was born, wejust do not know when. Scholars and historians generally agree
that he was not born on December 25. Thisisaday selected by amajor religion to cel ebrate what they called
CristesMaesse, the Mass of Christ. Concerning the date of Christ’sbirth the Gospelsgive no help; upontheir
data contradictory argumentsare based. The censuswould have been impossiblein winter: awhole population
could not then be put in motion. It isalso very doubtful that shepherdswould have beeninthefield.

Theoriginal significance of December 25isthat it wasawel l-known festival day celebrating theannual return of
the sun. December 21 isthe winter solstice (shortest day of the year and thus a key date on the calendar).
December 25isthefirst day that ancients could clearly notethat the dayswere definitely getting longer and the
sunlight wasreturning. Through the yearsthe general popul ous has cometo accept the date without question.

Againthephrase, “Let’skeep Christin Christmas’ (or put him back), indicatesthe gross misunderstanding that
includesso many. Don't get mewrong, we need to keep Christinal phasesof our life, but let’snot limitit tothe
oneday or season of theyear. | for one, would applaud the singing of Silent Night on July 4th or Memoria Day.
In other words, don't put Christ inthe closet with thetree and decorationsuntil next year.

Thecommercialism of Christmasisdisgusting to me. It hasreached the point that merchants have begun their
decorationsand advertising before Thanksgiving. Now, lest onethink that | am an old scrooge, | want you to
know that | aminfavor of exchanging gifts. We quit fighting the crowdsfor shopping yearsagoinfavor of giving
money to our recipients. | have considered placing anotein the envelopethat says, “ If thisisthewrong size, |

will exchangeit for asize smaller.” | sometimesfeel likethe onewho said, “ The good book saysthat itis
more blessed to give than receive, but receiving is good enough for me.”
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me your oI stories or artitles trhg to the
Dedmon Famlly Comeon folks"I D|g|ntothatold

Deadman —> Cavender —> Thomason

Rachel Rebecca Deadman (1778-1852), daughter of
Edmond and Elizabeth Corbin Deadman), married
Clemeth Cavender, Sr.in Rowan County, NC. They
moved to Georgia, and their son John Dedmon
Cavender wasborn there on February 1, 1815.

John Dedmon Cavender married Emily Huse Smith
in 1837, and they lived in the now-defunct
Gaddistown, GA. One of their daughters, Sarah
Rebecca Cavender, born in 1840, married James
Thomason, thefifth child of Young John*“Y.J.” and
Easter Grindle Thomason, in 1859.

James Thomason moved hisfamily from Georgiato East
Tennesseein 1869, after having served with Company
G 13th Georgia Cavalry of the Confederate forces
during the Civil War. Thefamily settledin Jefferson
County, Tennessee, just south of Russellvillewhich
became apart of Hamblen County whenit wasformed
thefollowing year. InAugust of 1912, Sarah Rebecca
filed Widow’sIndigent Penson Application No. 4517,
but it was ultimately rejected.

Jameswasablacksmith by trade, and operated hisown
blacksmith shop on or near Silver City Road, inthe
Slop Creek / Shinbone areaof Hamblen County. His
much younger brother, Hiram who had married Sarah
Rebecca ssister Emily, moved hisown family at the
sametime, and lived and farmed next door to James
for morethan 10 years beforemoving onto Missouri.

James and Sarah Rebeccahad 10 children, thelast
six bornin Tennessee:

Emily Huse Thomason was born September 11, 1860.
Littleisknown of her, and shedied beforethefamily
moved to Tennessee.

John James Thomason was born February 19, 1863.
On May 12, 1889, he married Catherine Elizabeth
Haun, bornin 1859 to Zachariah Haun and Rachel
VirginiaFranklin. John J. and Catherine Elizabeth
had three children. They died in 1948 and 1916,
respectively, are buried in the Dover Cumberland
Presbyterian Church Cemetery in Hamblen County,
QN; their childrenareburiedin Johnson County, Missouri.
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Henry David Thomason, Sr., born June 5, 1865,
married 1) CoraAnthony Wheeler who was born
February 8, 1868, daughter of Gilbert Wheeler and
Mary Dening. They married on July 4, 1886, and had
9 children. Coradiedin 1910, and isburied in Holden,
Missouri. David . dsomarried 2) MinnieEthel Orrick
who wasborn May 10, 1903, daughter of Clideand
AnniePearl EgesOrrick. They marriedonApril 10,1927,
and had 3 children. Many of the children of thesetwo
marriageslivedinMissouri. DaveSr., whodiedin 1945,
and Minnie Ethel who died in 1979, are buried in
CatherineNenney Memorid Baptist Church Cemetery
on Silver City Road in Southeastern Hamblen County.

Susan Thomasonwasbornin Georgiaon July 11, 1867.
Shemarried Henry Smith Howington, who wasborn
January 5, 1870, son of William M. Howington
and MarthaAnn Utsman. Susan and Henry Smith
had 4 children. Susandied December 31, 1937, and
isburied in Dover Cumberland Presbyterian Church
Cemetery in Hamblen County.

Young Pinkney wasthefirst child of Jamesand Sarah
Thomason born in Tennessee. He was born on
November 6, 1869, and married EllaD. Wisecarver
on October 5, 1900. Ellawas born December 28,
1874, the daughter of John Wisecarver and Mary J.
Williams. They had 4 children. Y.P. died in 1942
and Elladied in 1957, and are buried in Bethesda
Cemetery in Hamblen County.

Joseph Dedmon, a.k.a. Joe D., Thomason was born
on November 24, 1871. He married Mary Vina
(pronounced Vinie) Williams, daughter of Charles
Porter Williams and Mariah Wisecarver (John
Wisecarver’ssigter); Vinawashborn August 21, 1869.
They had 4 children. JoeD. diedin 1934 andVinain
1933, and they are buried in Bethesda Cemetery, as
are 3 of their 4 children— onesonisburied in nearby
Hamblen Memory Gardens.

Thomas L uther Thomason, born January 19, 1874,
married 1) Mary Leon/LonaHale who was born
February 7, 1876, daughter of Napoleon T.F.H. Hale
and Sarah EllaHaun. They weremarried on February
26, 1899, and had 6 children. Mary LonadiedinMarch
of 1909. ThomasL uther then married 2) Sarah Emeline
McHarge, who was born October 14, 1883, on
December 26, 1909, and they had 3 children, including
Haskdl whowasknown asthefamily historianuntil his
deathin 2003. ThomasL uther Sr. and Sarah arealso
buried in Bethesda Cemetery, having died in 1942 and

1962, respectively. (continued P. 3)J
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(continued from P. 2)

Jacob L afayette Thomason wasborn October 5, 1877.
On February 11, 1899, he married Sarah Ollie
Howington, bornin May 13, 1881, and who was a
sister to Susan’shusband, Henry Smith Howington.
They had 2 children. Fate, as they called Jacob
L afayette, moved to Johnson City, Tennessee about
1912. Heand hiswifeareburied thereinthebeautiful
MonteVistaMemoria Gardens; hediedin 1960, and
shedied in 1969. Their descendants are scattered
throughout the Tri-Citiesarea.

Wade Napoleon Thomason was born on December
13, 1879. Hedied young on May 30, 1905, having
never married, andisburied in Rocky Point Baptist
Church Cemetery on Silver City Road in Hamblen
County.

George Washington Conway Thomason was born
April 12, 1882. Henever madeit to adulthood, dying
at theage of 8 on July 7, 1890.

GW.C. Thomason isburied alongside his parents,
James and Sarah Rebecca Thomason, in asmall
family cemetery atop ahill afew yards abovethe
Rocky Point Cemetery. Jamesdied October 6, 1889;
Sarah Rebeccadied February 10, 1921, having lived
thelast yearsof her lifewith her son ThomasL uther.
Their gravestones are not well tended and are
presently situated in a cow pasture. Yet, we can
somehow be assured they are resting in peace —
standing near their gravesand | ooking southward, what
aview that cow pasture has!

For more information, including the text of Sarah
Rebecca’s widow’s pension application, visit
http://home.earthlink.net/~caroletl

[ Author’s note: Joe D. was my great-grandfather.
My father’s middle name was originally Dedmon,
in honor of hisgrandfather. But my father changed
it to David when he was very young, because he
thought “ Dedmon” sounded too much like “ dead
man” . | find this point very humorous.]
writtenby

Carole Thomason

©2007

Editor’s note: Carole is the proofreader for the
DEDMON CONNECTION. | appreciate very
much thetime she donatesfor thispurpose. While
| have never met her, | feel asif | know her.

k --Leroy

L& == BIRD

: )
p— *\\ ALITTLE

"= TOLD ME. .

[ - %‘\ (tidbits from my email
\ 5 \g/g) from folks of interest.)

From:Brandy Tippens|brandymti ppins@yahoo.com|
Subject: [Dedmon] MozdlleMcSwain

| recently googled my brother’snameand hecameup
listedinyour family tree. Mozelle Dedmon McSwain
was my step-grandmother. Her youngest daughter
WandaM ozelle McSwain McLeymore married my
father in 1985. Mysdlf, Brandy MichelleMcLeymore
Tippins, and my brother David JusinMcLeymorewere
obviously from his first marriage. Dakota Ryan
McLeymorewashbornin 1990, Wandaishismother.
| just thought you might want to update your records
sncel wasnot listed. Feel freeto email meif needed.

Thanks, Brandy M Tippins

Thank you Brandy for theinformation. We need
all the help we can get to keep our records up to
date. If | had not had a step-grandfather, | would
have never known a grandfather. My “natural”
grandfathers passed away before | really knew
them. My father’s dad passed away when | was
six years old, so | barely remember him. My
mother’s father died when she was a young girl
and grandmother married the only grandfather
| really knew. Hetreated usall the same. Wedid
not really know what “ step” was. --Leroy

Hi Leroy:
Longtime, very longtime, indeed sincel visited your
website. | have been busy raising two children, a
husband and ababy kitty. Kristen just graduated from
UCLA. Don't know if you saw any softball gamesbut
yep, that’ sour Kristen. Corey isayoung mantryingto
figureout what lifeisall about. Givingmegray hairsin
the process. They say boystakelonger, good thing
I” m patient. Jeff and | celebrated our 25th anniversary
last year. Lucky Charmis3yearsold and very spoiled.
Guessthisisour post-softball life; freeweekendsfor
meand moregolf for Jeff. Jeff’sdad, Ernie, isdoing
well. Heisad so adjusting tolifewithout softbal. Hope
everythingiswell withyouandyour family.
Takecare, WilmaDedmon

Wilma is the wife of Jeff Dedmon, who pitched
for the Atlanta Braves back in the 1980's. It was
good hearing from her again. --LeroyJ

PAGE3, VOLUMES9



f

“Dad-gum, It’saBass!”
by Suzi PriceYoungberg
When | wasgrowing up, my family lived
out inthecountry. My grandparentslived
nearby and owned alot of the property
al around wherewelived. Summerswere
spent roaming the woods and pastures " =
picking blackberries, playingfort or explorers,
wiling the days away, catching June bugs by day and
lightening bugs at night. Most summers there were
several cousins staying with the grandparents, so
between my two brothers and visiting cousins, there
wereawaysplenty of play mates.

| remember one summer in particular that wasalot of
fun. | was probably about 10 yearsold. For somereason
or other, my older brother Kenneth and | had become
keenly interested infishing. We had dug out two or three
oldfishing rodsfrom Granddaddy’stool shed that hadn’t
been used in years. We cleaned them up and got themin
working order. We even found an old tool box that we
used as a tackle box. Then we had to convince our
parentsto giveusmoney for hooks, floats, line, artificia
lures and various and sundry itemsimperativeto our
new hobby.

And, so, we became fishermen. Every morning, fairly
early, thetwo of uswould set off for the pond for afull
day of fishing. If memory serves, | don’t think | caught
morethan 3fish al summer, and thoseweretoo small to
keep. But, | wasjust so thrilled that Kenwasincluding
meand so happy to be spending timewith my big brother
that | didn’t evenreally careif | caught anything or not.
W, | cared alittle. Ken actually became pretty good at
it and usualy caught something. He even caught enough
occasionally for Grandmother to fry up for dinner.

We had been absorbed in our new interest for about a
month when two of our cousins cameto stay for the
rest of the summer. Gwen was 14 and Steve was about
12. We quickly got them interested in fishing too and
after finding a couple morerods and reelsin the tool
shed, we set down for some serious fishing the rest
of the summer.

| suppose | should give ashort description of the pond
wherewe spent so much of our time. It wasagood size
man-made pond, stocked with bass and bream. There
weresomeold trailersoff to one sidewhere somepeople
had lived once but had since left them deserted. The
pond wasfilled by abranch flowing intoit. At the spot
where the branch flowed in, there was a make-shift
bridge over the gap so you could walk al theway around
the pond without getting your feet wet. The bridgewas
astrange sort of contraption. It consisted of two long
metal poleslaid acrossthe gap with board planks placed

\

pretty big stepsto makeit from plank to plank, and alot
of timesfolksended up with morethan wet feet if their
stepsweren't big enough....or their balancewasn’t good
enough. Therewasno handrail of any kind. Well, like
| said, thebridgewasalittletricky to crossit youweren't
careful. None of us seemed to have problems with it
except for Stevie. It seemed like every time the poor
boy tried to crossthat bridge hefell in! Hardly afishing
day passed without him getting at least onefoot, if not
hiswhole body, wet from dipping on the bridge.

One day we were all fishing, as usual, but that day
we were all frustrated because it was the third or
fourth day in arow that nobody had caught asingle
fish. And before that, we had all been on a run of
catching only bream too small to keep. Onthisparticular
day, everybody had sat downin variousspotsaround the
pond and wewerejust lazily casting off and reelingin,
not really expecting abite. Gwen and | had each pulled
aconcrete block up to the edge of the water to sit on.
Kenneth was sitting on an overturned cooler near the
little bridge. And Steve, wonder of wonders, had crawled
out to the center of the bridge, without getting wet, and
lounged out therewith hislineinthewater.

The day was hot and muggy. It was quiet except for
the normal sounds of flies buzzing, cicadas chirping
and bull frogs croaking. We had been sitting that way,
nearly dozing, for acoupleof hourswhen suddenly Steve
jumped up, began pullingandredinginhisline, and dancing
around on the bridge that he usually couldn’t evenwalk
on. Weall got up and ran over to where he wasto see
what the commotion wasall about. Hewaspullingina
largemouth bass nearly big enoughto pull himin! All this
time, he had been pulling and jumping, with hismouth
hanging open, too shocked and excited to say anything.
When hefinally saw the size of thefish coming up out of
thewater ontheend of hisline, the only speech he could
manage was to shout over and over, “Dad-gum, it'sa
bass! Dad-gumit’sabass!”

For along time after that, any time the four of us
were together, somebody would tell that story. And
for years, it becamekind of atag linein our family. I
therewasalull in conversation, somebody would yell,
“Dad-gum, it'sabass!” We would al laugh and see,
onceagain, little Stevie jumping up and down on that
bridge and try to recapture, just for amoment, some of
the magic of that summer.

Suz and Kenneth are the
children of my sister, Carolyn.
Gwen ismy daughter and Seve
ismy nephew, son of my sister,

Ruth. | enjoyed this article so

much that | just had to publish
it in the newdletter.

N

n:

kat uneven intervalsacrossit to step on. You had to take

-Leroy J
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dam Dedmon
Ht.: 5-6 Wt.: 125

Hometown: Forest City, NC
Previous School: ChaseHS
Eligibility: Sr.

Major: Physica Education
2005-06 - Was named an
AcademicAll-American...
Earned asecond-placefinish 94
at theBuilder Invitational on 4
Jan. 30th in the 133 pound division ... defeated
Robbie Miskelly of Limestone 8-7 on Nov. 30th.

2004-05 - Was named an Academic All-American
Honorable Mention ... Pinned Clinton Nixon of
Newport NewsApprenticein 1:14 on Nov. 26 ...
Defeated Karl Richardson of Gannon 5-2 at the East
Coast Duals.

High School - Attended Chase H.S. ... won the
Conference Championship — Midwest and the
Regional Championship—Midwest hisjunior and
senior seasons..... named the Conference Tournament
Most Outstanding Wrestler andfinished sixthinthestate
of North Carolinahissenior year ... dsoplayedfootbal

Per sonalls- Son of Patriciaand Alton Dedmon. Was
born on February 5, 1985 in Shelby, N.C. ... Hehas
one brother, Shane Dedmon (38), and one sister,
Tammy Cline(34) ... Mgoringin Physica Education.

Thereareso many Dedmon’sthat | have not met.
| just wish | had the time to travel the country.
from coast to coast and Florida to Canada. It is
amazing to me asto how many of usthereare. As
| have said many times, “when | began this
project, | really thought I knew almost all the
Dedmons’. | soon realized such wasnot the case.
On thelast count, | have almost 13,000 namesin
my data base. As you know not all our kinsfolk
wear the name Dedmon. When | realized that it
would be next to impossible to find them all |
created the web page. Now they find me. There
areover 2,000 different surnamesin myfile. There
kare at least 6 variations of the Dedmon name.

Making a Difference:

Jillian Dedmon
Jillian Dedmon’ s passion for sportsiswhat
encourages her to volunteer at the Bell Road
YMCA. But her volunteer work alsoistraining for
her career.

Dedmon, 22, will be graduating from Auburn
Montgomery in August with adegreein sports
|eadership. She'sbeen avolunteer at theY MCA
since May and plans to stay there through the
summer until her graduation.

“I liketointeract with al typesof people,” shesaid.
“1 want to make sports and exerciseinteresting for
people.”

AttheYMCA, Dedmon helpswith administrative
work and assists members. Shelikes helping with
all sports— especially softball, dance and gym-
nastics, which are her favorites.

She'sset acareer god of being an executivedirector
of aY MCA in her hometown of Chattanooga, Tenn.,
and said that she wantsto tackle health issueslike
childhood obesity.

“The'Y’ issuch agreat placefor everyone— from
birth all the way to 90 yearsold,” she said. “It’s
also agreat placefor networking. Kidsget to know
each other with the activities we have and adults
can get to know each other in the gym or during
aerobics. Everyonehereisreal friendly.”

Dedmon credits her volunteer work for turning her
on to acareer she never thought of.

Shesaid, “My experience here has been great, in-
spirational and encouraging. I’ mlearning alot about
myself and what | want to do.”

— Cyril Josh Barker

Jillian is the daughter of Wayne Alan Dedmon.
Wayne is a brother to Tim Dedmon, who has
been a regular contributor to the newsletter.
We are especially indebted to Tim for his
diligent research on the story of “Mark the
Moonshiner”. (Re: Issues 29 and 54) Thisstory
was in the Dedmon memories ever since | could
remember. However, it was never clear as to
which Mark should have the credit until Tim
found the story at the Catoosa County ArchivesJ
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From: AmdiaLehman

N

[vanderbiltmomO4@aol .com]
Subject: Dedmon Family Newd etter
Hi Leroy -

Your wonderful newsletter made merealize
How much time has passed since | have had
contact with you. David and | are now moved...
Thank you so much for including my email to you
regarding EvelinaBEEZE. When you asked your
readersto respond, if they had any knowledge
of her, you said EvelinaBREEZE. That'sOK, |
missed it too - but, have found Ancestry.com
membersthat have picked up my information but
have Evelinaslast nameasBREEZE. Whatever...
| haverecently found her mother, VirginaBeeze,
inaCharlestondirectory, in 1869. Unfortunately, the
directory only sayssheis“MrsVirginiaBeeze”.
It does not give her husbands name or children’s
names. Sincel live near Charleston, 6 monthsof the
year, | am goingtogototheLibrary, or theHistorica
Society, to seeif | can find moreinformation, when
| get back. | know that was a terribletimein
our history and can only believe than many
people left Charleston, SC at the time the Civil
War broke out. | will let you know what | find
out. Itisinteresting to see what other people
publishintheir “family trees’ by information they
seeover Ancestry. Somuch of itisincorrect. | trust
your information, and please know that whatever
| send you iscorrect asfar asmy GGgrandparents,
etc., areconcerned. My Aunt, Ruth Marsh, lived
near you in Woodstock, GA, before you retired.
She passed away in August 2003. | only came
across your newsletter right before she passed.
| am so glad | saw that and was able to tell her
that her grandfather was not a bootlegger...
Sincerely,

AmeliaMarsh Lehman

(granddaughter of VirginiaG. Dedmon)

| am so sorry that | did not know about Ruth
Marsh while living at Woodstock. One never
knows where all his relatives may be living.
This is another thing that makes the genealogy
research so interesting. The bootlegger story
hasbeen in thefamily for yearsand we thought
it was the son of William D. Dedmon. However,
due to Amelia’s discovery of his obituary and
Tim Dedmon’s persistent research we found it
to be the brother of William D. This story was
kpublished in issues 29 and 54. --Leroy

From the Mail Bag

@ There was some question as to whether
. ﬁ’ Marcus L. and Evelina Dedmon had a

==child named Charlie (Charles). Thanksto
_’ the diligence of Amelia, the mystery was
solved. This is what it takes to verify
the information we have. It is so easy to find
information on the internet and accept it as the
“gospel” truth. However we know that is not
always the case. Once it is out there it is very
difficult and next to impossible to correct. That's
why | created this website as a tool to help us
bringit all together. Thisshowsit works! -Leroy

¥
-

Hi Leroy -

| think thereareasmany Dedmons/ Dedmans, asthere
are Smithg!

WEell, after | read your email, | looked at the children
of Marcusand Evelinaagain. | can’t tell you how
many times my father, and my aunt Ruth, told me
the names of their mother’sbrothersand sistersand
Charleswasnever mentioned - so, | called my oldest
cousin. Heisabout 14 years older than me and
lived down the street from our grandparents. He
told me that he “kind of” remembered that our
grandmother had a brother that died when he was
young. Then | called another cousin that my
grandparentsraised. Sheismy ageand shedidn’t
remember MamaMarsh (VirginiaDedmon) ever
saying she had abrother that died...

When first started |ooking into the Family, and saw
what information you had, you only listed William
Arthur and George L., which were the children
listed inthe 1880 census. Thereiscertainly agap
inyearsbetween Virginiaand Nell, so therewasa
space for another child. | never was ableto find
thefamily inthe 1900 census, so decided to start
misspelling Dedmonto seeif | couldfindit. | finaly
found it! and, yes - there was Charles, 10 years
old. I wonder if that is how someone else found
him. | alsofound that hedied on 13Aug 1901, age
13, with scarlet fever. | also found the obituaries
for Evelinaand Marcus L afayette and for Lottie
Mae, who died at the age of 23. Anyway, the
mystery of “Charles’ issolved.

It hasbeen aninteresting day ~
Amdia

)
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fM rs. Searcy and Mrs. Johnson

Present The Giving Tree
by Sil Silverstein
to“Mr.Jimmy’s’ Family

(The following information came from the Union City
Elementary School in Union City, Tennessee. | am quite
confident that Jimmy is part of the Tennessee Dedmons
in the Milan, TN area. We are still looking for the
link that will enable us to connect the two lines.)
--Leroy

Mr. Jimmy Dedmon, avolunteer at East Side and
UCES for many years, passed away this past July.
Mr. Jimmy wasinjured in an accident over 20 years
ago and was confined to awheelchair. He was a
resident at Beverly Health Care and would cometo
volunteer at our schoolsas often as hewas needed.

For many years he served as a volunteer reader
for classes, but he also served as a mentor for
several individual students. Whenever we found
anew student for him, hewould happily maketime
tocomeand mentor that child. Mr. Jmmy wouldwhed!
himself over to the school several times each week,
even when the weather was extreme. Mr. Jimmy
understood that the children he mentored needed for
him to be dependable, and he did not let them down,
eventhough hisphysica condition provided himwith
ampleexcusesto do so.

Asan exampleof perseverance, Mr. immy wasthe
best, and wewould liketo remember hisexampleand
the many lessonswe have learned from him over
theyears. A treewas placed in front of UCESin
memory of Mr. Jimmy on October 27, 2006, and
The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein was donated
kto the UCESlibrary.

DEDMON - GRANT WEDDING

Scarritt-Bennett Center, in Nashville, TN, wasthe
scene of the November 10th wedding of David
Grant and Jeniffer Dedmon. The“knot wastied”
by Leroy Dedmon, uncleof thebride. Pictured above
isthebride and groom with theuncleinthemiddle.
Jeniffer isthe daughter of Thomas Gordon and Diane
(Sparkman) Dedmon of Ringgold, GA.

Last 2uarter

Steve and Tonya Smith (10/30) - Steveisthe son
of AlmaRuth (Dedmon) Smith. They live at Hazel
Green, AL withtheir three children, Seth, Justin and
Natdie. Steveisemployed at the RedstoneArsend in
Huntsville, AL and Tonyaisastay-at-homemomand
home-school sthe children.

Gary and Diane Dedmon (11/05) - Gary isthe son
of Leroy and Jane Dedmon. Gary and Dianelivein
Springfield, TN with their two sons, Greg and
Jonathan. Gary workswith the Springfield High School
and DianeisaSocia Worker with the hospital.

Michael and Jamie Dedmon (11/19) - Michael is
the son of Floyd and Glenda Dedmon. Many of you
remember Floyd as a diligent researcher and
contributor tothe articlesin thisnewd etter.

Tommy and Diane Dedmon (12/23) - Tommy isa
brother to Leroy and they live near Ringgold, GA.
They havethreechildren: Tony, Teresaand Jennifer.
Tommy isretired from Dalton Collegewhere hewas
mai ntenance supervisor. Hestill workstherepart time.
Dianeisemployed at Country Inn Suites. J
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Carmen Price (10/3)
Y Carmenisthewifeof Mark
’,:: By« Priceand daughter-in-law of
4 Claudeand Caralyn (Dedmon)
Price. TheyliveinColumbia,
MO. Mark is chairman of
the Humanities Department
at ColumbiaCollege.

a

a B:r&day'

Susan Elizabeth (Price) Youngberg (10/4) - Suzi is

the daughter of Claude and Carolyn (Dedmon) Price.
Suzi and her husband Scott Youngberg liveintheHordia
Keys, where Scott iswell known for hisentertaining
withhisguitar and snging.

Gwendolyn Jane (Dedmon) Kiley (10/7) - Gwen
isthe daughter of L eroy and Jane Dedmon. She and
her husband Georgelivein Buchanan, GA, whereshe
operates Gwen's Family Restaurant. Gwen and her
parentsbegan therestaurant in 1991, while Leroy was
the preacher at the nearby Bremen Church of Christ.
Her daughter Carriealso worksat the restaurant.
Natalie Catherine Smith (10/8) - Natalie is the
daughter of Steve and Tonya Smith and grand
daughter of AlmaRuth (Dedmon) Smith. Shelives
with her parents and two brothers, Seth and Justin
at Hazel Green, AL, just north of Huntsville.

Diane (Sparkman) Dedmon (10/19) - Dianeisthe
wifeof Thomas Gordon Dedmon. Tommy isabrother
of Leroy. Dianeisemployed by the Country Inn
and suites in Dalton, GA. Tommy and Dianelive
inHoustonValey in CatoosaCounty, near Ringgold, GA.

Wayne Alan Dedmon (10/24) - Wayne is a brother
to Tim Dedmon. Waynelivesin Chattanooga, TN.

Gregory L ebron Dedmon (11/4) - Gregisthe son of
Gary and Diane (Toothman) Dedmon and grandson of
Leroy and Jane Dedmon. Greg liveswith his parents
and brother, Jonathan, in Springfield, TN.

ThomasGordon Dedmon (11/4) - Tommy isabrother
of Leroy. Tommy and hiswife, Diane, livetwo house
downfrom Leroy and heisemployed on apart time
basiswith Dalton College. He was the maintenance
supervisor thereprior to hisretirement.

Kymberly Yvonne (Dedmon) Cochran (11/7)
Kymisthedaughter of Bill and Connie(Buff) Dedmon.
She resides with her two daughters, Jessica and
Amandain Ringgold, GA. Sheisemployed with the
Windstream Tel ephone Company in Dalton, GA.

Anthony (Tony) Gerald Dedmon (11/15) - Tony is
the son of Tommy and Diane (Sparkman) Dedmon.
kHeliv&si nDalton, GA andisemployed by Wal-Mart.

Gary Lebron Dedmon ( 11/22) - Gary isthe son\
of Leroy and Jane Dedmon and ismarried to Diane
(Toothman) Dedmon. They havetwo boys, Greg and
Jonathan. They livein Springfield, TN. Gary works
with the high school there asteacher and assi stant
coach with the sports program. He al so works part
timewith thechurch of Christ at Cedar Hill, just north
of Springfield.

John William Henson 111 (11/30) - Johnisa
descendent of Hannah Dedmon and adiligent family
researcher. Heand hiswife Audery (Gackenhemer)
Henson now livein theWood Station community, west
of Ringgold, GA. Heisnot far from the areawhere
someof hisDedmon ancestorslived.

Ray Pierson (12/5) - Ray is a descendent of John
Hilliard Hill and Sarah (Sally) Dedmon.

Jamie Breedlove-Dedmon (12/6/2007) - Jamieisthe
wife of Michael Dedmon, son of Floyd Dedmon.
Floyd was a great supporter of the DEDMON
CONNECTION. His passing was a great 10ss to us.

Timothy Edward Dedmon (12/6) - Tim livesin
Chattanooga, TN and isafamily researcher. He
has contributed several articlesto the DEDMON
CONNECTION. Oneof hisarticleswas about the
murder of our ancestor Mark Dedmon by the
“Revenooers’. Itwashisdiligent researchthat finaly
uncovered thetruth of one of themost eusivestoriesin
our family folklore. Heismarried to Cheryl Diane
(Mansdll) Dedmon. They livein Chattanooga, TN and
arethe parents of two sons, Ty and Will.

Janice Brillo (12/11) - | am not sure how Janice
relatesto the Dedmon family, but sheislisted on Floyd
Dedmon’sweb site.

Cynthia Yvonne (O'Bryant) Dedmon (12/13) Cindy
isthewife of Brian Dedmon and daughter-in-law of
Bill Dedmon. Cindy and Brian havethreegirls, Hana,
Morgan and Briana. They live next door to L eroy and
Jane Dedmon in Houston Valley, the home of many
of our Dedmon ancestors. Sheisemployed by Price
Pharmacy in Ringgold, GA.

Briana Dedmon (12/21) - Brianais the youngest
daughter of Brian and Cindy Dedmon.

Curt Webb (12/23) - Curt isthe son of Carrie Webb
and thegrandson of Gwen Kiley. Of coursethat makes
him the great grandson of L eroy and Jane Dedmon.

Hana Yvonne Dedmon (12/27) - Hanaisthe oldest
daughter of Brian and Cindy Dedmon.
(I amsorryif | have missed any of your birthdays. Itiseither

because | do not haveit on record or accidently overlooked
it. In either case, please let meknow. Thanks, --Leroy) J
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